
A Soldier's Journey
FIGHT LIKE A SOLDIER

A local family's daughter and soldier is
enduring the fight of her life, and we
need your help.

PLEASE JOIN US 
MARCH 7TH FROM 

1:00PM - 5:00PM AT 
NORTH GREENVILLE ELEMENTARY
SCHOOL TO RALLY TOGETHER FOR

ALYSSA GRUENDER 
AND HER FAMILY WHILE 

TOGETHER, 
WE FIGHT LIKE A SOLDIER 
AGAINST THE UNKNOWN.

The event will host basket raffles, ‘Fight Like a

Soldier’ wrist bands and t-shirts, games, a bake

sale, ‘Fill the Boot’, and a silent auction, all to

help support the family during this difficult time

and the unknown road ahead.

 

Alyssa grew up in Appleton and graduated from

Appleton North High School in 2016.  While at

North she was an accomplished member of the

Cross-Country Team.  She served as captain of

the Track Team her junior and senior years,

receiving the “Miss Lightning” award for being a

true leader in 2016.  Her senior year, Alyssa

went to State and placed 6th in the 1600-meter

relay.
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ALYSSA'S STORY

While in High School, Alyssa felt the calling to serve her Country, 
 joined the Wisconsin Army National Guard, and is currently assigned
to the 132nd HHC in Portage, WI.  She joined the National Guard in
2015 and attended basic training in Fort Sill, Oklahoma during the
summer of senior year in High School.  Alyssa excelled and was in the
top 10% of her class.  She was awarded the honored Minuteman
Scholarship through the National Guard.  In 2019, Alyssa attended
Cadet Summer Training – Advanced Camp in Fort Knox, TN where she
ranked #1 out of the 35 coed cadets in her battalion on skills such as
leadership, character, presence, intellect, development, and
achievements while being under pressure of combat.  
 
Alyssa loves being a soldier.  She is incredibly proud to serve her
Country and continually strives to be the type of leader we can all be
proud of.  Alyssa had been attending UW Stevens Point, majoring in
Business and excelling in the ROTC Program.  

Alyssa’s life instantly changed the morning of
Halloween 2019, when she suddenly experienced
a terrifying loss of speech and inability to form a
sentence.  What followed included multiple
hospital stays and visits, several rounds of medical
tests, and a desperate search for answers for
Alyssa, her family, and fiancé Sean.  Alyssa
experienced a major tonic-clonic seizure, lasting
nearly 3 minutes, that lead doctors to focus their
attention on the brain.  Alyssa underwent a brain
biopsy, extensive testing, and more than two
months later was diagnosed with Rasmussen’s
Encephalitis.  RE is a very rare, chronic,
inflammatory neurological auto-immune disease
characterized by frequent seizures, loss of motor
skills and speech, and memory loss.  There is no
cure.  This diagnosis has been devastating for
Alyssa and her family.
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The fight for Alyssa’s life has resulted in astronomical
expenses.  Alyssa has a team of doctors at Froedtert in Milwaukee
and Mayo Clinic in Rochester, MN.  Her family has stayed overnight,
away from home, more times than not in the past three
months.  After an individual proposal to work with a drug company
and FDA, a medical review board allowed access to a drug for
experimental purposes in an attempt to stabilize the inflammation in
her brain.  Alyssa experiences seizures roughly every 3 minutes,
and it is unknown whether the medication will even work.  She is the
first adult in the world to receive this medication to treat
Rasmussen’s Encephalitis, and its effectiveness will not be known
for months.  Alyssa’s doctors are very concerned with the
progressive nature of Rasmussen’s, making this truly a fight for
Alyssa’s life.
 
Alyssa requires 24-hour care.  The expense of their travels,
extensive hospital stays at Froedtert, dozens of MRI’s and other
tests, brain surgery, and their journey to Mayo Clinic has been and
will continue to be enormous.  

When you think of the term selfless, that is what this

family is. Brian and Laura Gruender are one of the Co-

Founders of the Snowdrop Foundation WI and their

oldest daughter, Alyssa, 21 years old, follows in their

steps of displaying selflessness as a member of the US

Army while attending college at UW Stevens Point.

 
Alyssa had plans to graduate from UW Steven’s Point in

May and be commissioned in the Army National Guard

as an officer, pursuing more training with the Army this

summer.  She was engaged this past August.  While

Alyssa’s future is unknown, she has a fighting spirit and

her family is so grateful that the community has come

together to ‘Fight Like A Soldier’ with and for Alyssa.

JOIN ALYSSA'S ARMY

Join us on Saturday, March 7th, 2020 from

1pm-5pm at North Greenville Elementary

School, N2468 Learning Way, Greenville WI.

For event information please visit the Fight Like a Soldier Fundraiser Facebook page
or contact Mark Cochrane at cochranefamily4@gmail.com


